
GUIDANCE FOR STUDENTS WISHING TO  
TRANSFER OUT OF QUEEN’S 

 
NB: IN THE EVENT OF COURSE OR COLLEGE CLOSURE OF OTHER EXTREME 

EVENT, SEE THE PLANS IN THE STUDENT PROTECTION PLAN. 
 
If this is not activated, then see the guidance below regarding transferring credits: 
 

a)  If you are a student on a Common Awards programme: 
 
The Common Awards validation arrangement is a shared curriculum that has been 
designed and approved by the sponsoring churches, and validated by Durham University 
for all ministerial candidates in England. Within the confines of professional requirements 
and the QAA Theology and Religious Studies subject benchmark statement, the 
curriculum is broad, and allows each Theological Educational Institution (TEI) to design a 
curriculum that is appropriate to their context and specialism.  
  
Already embedded within the validation arrangements is the capacity for a student to take 
modules at another TEI, and for students to transfer to another TEI to continue a 
programme without this involving formal Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL).  
Please see the Common Awards website (https://www.dur.ac.uk/common.awards/) for 
more details on transferring TEI. 

 
b)  If you are a student on a Newman University programme, or are Common Awards 

student who wishes to transfer to a non-Common Awards programme/institution: 
 
You are entitled to apply to a different institution to transfer any credits you have obtained 
with the Queen’s Foundation via the Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) scheme.  
However, the transfer/approval of these credits, and their contribution to any programme 
you undertake, remains at the discretion and local regulation of the institution to which 
you are applying. You should therefore advise yourself of the new provider’s published 
criteria for the consideration and processing of APL, and should expect to provide 
evidence to support any application. 
 
The Foundation will provide academic transcripts upon request, but note that such 
transcripts contain the full academic record of your studies, and will therefore list any 
summative assessment failure and any proven academic malpractice. To request a 
transcript of studies, please contact registry@queens.ac.uk.    
 
Further considerations regarding transfer of studies: 
 
In addition to the above advice, if you are student whose studies are sponsored by an 
ecclesial body, then you should consult with your sponsor regarding the implications of 
your wish to transfer, particularly in respect of ongoing sponsorship for professional 
accreditation. You should also liaise with your personal tutor, who will be able to advise 
on these matters, and discuss options with you. In such discussions with your 
sponsor/personal tutor, it is recommended that you consider: 



- Where moving to a ‘not-for-credit’ mode of study is possible for you.  
- Your sponsor’s approval of the programme:  

o If the Foundation is the only approved provider for your programme, then 
there is no possibility of transferring its professionally-accredited aspect to 
another institution. This is the case for those sponsored for preparation for 
ordained ministerial roles within the Methodist Church of Great Britain, and 
for Reader Ministry roles within the Dioceses of Worcester and Lichfield.  

o Where your professional accreditation may be delivered by another 
provider (as is the case for those sponsored for ordained ministry within the 
Church of England), you should confirm with your sponsoring diocese that 
the programme to which you are transferring meets their professional 
criteria, and that your sponsorship may be transferred along with your 
studies/credits.  

 
In all of the above instances, you may still transfer credits as an “independent” student, 
with the relevant process described above. 
 
 


